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SUBJECT: Uruguay and Arg euz:ma Sign Declaration Establishing Exterior 74V~ 7
O B Limit of Hi de la Plata

— ey

In the 130 years of Um:-;uay‘s independence, one of ths major areas of I
uncertainty in its foreign policy has beszn the establishment of definite ri-
parian rights for Argentina an® Urugusy concerning their mutusl boundary,

- the huge Rio de la Flata (River of Silver). An important step in the
direction of settling this matter was taken on January 30 when Upruguay's
Foreign Minister Honero HMARTINEZ Montero and the Argentine Ambassador -
Gabriel DEL MAZO signed a joint declaration establishing the external limits
of ths Rio de la Plata. A free translation of the text of this declaration,
which was signed at the Foreign Office in the presence of a nunber of
Argentine diplomatic officials and hlcn—rmdng members of the Uruguaya.n

: Forelgn Office, is as follow 7S ¢

4 TRANDIATIO\T .
R R Present at the Assembly Room of t.he Mimstry of F‘orelgn R ,
L T Relatz.ons Messrs. Homero Martinez Ifiontero, Minister of Foreign h
..+ 4., [ Relations of the Uriental Republic of Uruguay and Engineer .
' . Gabriel del Mazo, Ambassador Extreordinary and Plenipotentiary
- of the Argentine Republic, duly authorized by their Goverzments,
- .- -subseribe the followino Jomt Declaration: o

o The Governments of the Ur:.ental Reoubl:.c of Umguay and of
SRR the Argentine Republic, with the purposs of establishing in a _
e o~ 'definite form the exterior limits of the Rfo de la Flata, to the
. ... A~ . purposes foreseen in international law, and in a special way, to -
v fix the base line destined to measure the territorial sea anci
its contiguous and ad,]acent Zones .,

Talclnv into consideration the pronsmns of Axtlcle 13 of
the Comrentlon on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zons,
adopted by the Conference of the United Nations on the Law of
the Sea and signed by the two States in Geneva (Switzerland) on

L April 29, 1958 they declare: .
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From_llontevideo _

s e,

r 1
E 1. The exterior 1imit of the Rio de la Flata, dividing

ths wuters of this river from ths Atlantic Ocean, is

the imaginary straight line which unites Punta del

Este in Uruguey with Punta Rz:a of the Czbo San

Antonio in Argentina.

2. The mentioned dividing line will also bz the base line
to fix the respcctive zonss of territorial sea and con~
tignous and adjacent zones.

3. The juridical system of the Rio de 1a Flats will continne
to be, as until the present, that established in the
Ramfrez-Sasnz Peiia, Protocol sizned in Montevideo on
Janvary 5, 1910 and other instrumsnts of both riparian

. States insofar as these are appliceble,

Signed ard sealed in duplicate by both parties, in the
~ city of Montevidso, capital of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay,
the thirtieth day of the month of January of the year one thou-
sand nine hundred and sixty-one. (Signed: Homero Martinez
Montero and Gabriel del Mazo).

T The limits established by this declaration represent the position that
. . the GOU has supported and differs somewhat from the original Argentine sug-
- gestion. Argentina had taken the position that the limit should be from the

*_tj,',;.sanp point in Argentina, Punta Rasa del Cabo San Antonie, but should terminate
<~ in Uruguay at Cabo Santa Maria, a point some 48 miles northeast of Punta del

_* ~Bste. -Argentina's position was apparently based on certain 16th Century

* historical accounts which gave Cabo Santa Maria as the point at which ships
- changed direction to enter the river. Uruguay, however, has maintained that
‘these documents were based upon an error giving the name of Cabo Santa Maria
. to the land point now called Punta del Este. This position has now been ac-
cepted by Argentlna. . _ -L o R 1' Lo

T P .
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e COM.%NT The opposit:.on La.st 15 Colorados has seVﬂrely crlticlzed the
GOU for voluntarily surrendering a sizeable area of territorial water by - .°
X% pressing for the Punta del Este temmat:.on, and an editorial in the party - -
. - .~ paper ACCION, on February 1; served notice that they would never accept this
- loss of sovereignty. The GOU‘s reauoning for favering the Punta del Este
limit appears to be based on two main points. Flrst]y as one cf the UBD
. newspapers, TRIEUNA, hes pointed out, the Punta del Este termination has been
- traditionally accepted as the limit by' the Foreign Office even during the time
the Colorsdos vizie in power and, secondly, and per haps more unportc:.n’c to ex~
~tend the line 50 miles to the northeast could, by moving the center boundary
_ -further north, result in a great loss of terrntorial water for Urugusy when a
,detemnnatlon is finally mode as to the rights which Umguay and Argentma
" .-will share in the river. - : _

l i 7 An indlcauon of the importance of th13 issué to the GOU is tha'b the |
i — _ -
: | mowmssrEd
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. From_ _Montendeow_..__--
o ' 1
' _ SPANISH TEXT

Reumdo.a en el Salén del Ministerio de Relaﬂlonns Extoriores los
sefiores Homero Fartinez Montero, Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores do
" la Repiblica Oriental del Uruguay y el Ingeniero Gabriel del Mazo,
' Emba jador Extraordinario y Plenipotenciario de la Repiblica Argentina,
debidamente autorizados por sus Gobn.ernoss suscmben la slguiente De-
- claracién Conaunta~ ' oo -
. ' Tlos Gobiernos de la Repﬁbhca Omental del Uruguay y de la Regf-

blica Argentina, animados del propdsito de establecer en forms defini~
- tiva el limite exterior del Rfo de la Flata, a los efectos previstos
- en el derecho internacional y, de manera eSpecz.al, para fijar la linea
...~ de base destinada a mdlr el mar terrltorlal ¥ sus zonas conmguas y .
»-Jig._._,__.-adyacentes," T T T E

CE s e Teniendo en cuenta 1o disnuesto en. el Artictzlo 13 de la Convenc:.én o
" " sobre el Mar Territoriasl y la Zona Contigua, adoptada por la Conferen- . .
- " cia’'de las Naciones Unidas sobre el derecho del jar y firmeda por los
= dos Esta,dos en Glnebra. (sza) el 29 de abml de 1958, declaran'

. R 1. El limite extem.or del Rio de la Plata., dinsorlo de las’ aguas .
.~ - .7 . de dicho rfo con el Ocdano Atlintico, es la linea recta imaginaria qus ..
w207 une Punta del Este en el Uruguay con Punta Rasa. del Cabo Sa.n Antonio en .
’-la*ArgentJ.na ’ o

< para- flaa.r las reSpectlvas fajas de mar terrltorlal y zonas contigua.s'
‘f," a.dyacentes. L __ : |

3. EZL régimn jum‘.dlco del Rio de la Plata. contmuaré smndo como R
rjhasta el presente, el establecido en el Protocolo Ramfrez-Saenz Peﬁa, S
~firmado-en Montevideo el 5 de ‘enero de 1910 ¥ otros mstmmontos de Sy "
“ambos’ Estados mberenos en cuanto _Sean aplicables. S LA

Flrmado y sellado , en doble egemplar, por ambas partes, en la. cindad —
de %ntev:.deo y capital de la Reptiblica Oriental del Uruguay, a los trem- '_ S
‘t.a. dia.s del mes de enero del aﬁo mz.l novec}.entos sesenta y WO, '

(Finnado. Homero Martinez Montero y Ga.br:.el del Ma.zo )
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deceased leader of the Blanco Party, Luis Alberto HERKERRA, selected Navy. Lt.
Martfnez Monterc for the position of Foreign Minister, primarily on the basis
of his qualifications in the field of international water rights, with a view
to getting an ezrecment with Argentina on the river boundary question. The
official significance of the declaration has bsen described as a realfirmation

of the historical determinztion of both nations to make this river one of

- Joint ownership solely for the two riperians. It also estahlishes a base line
“on vhich to measure the width of the territorial water over which Uruguay and

Argentina will excrcise thelr respective soveresignty, as w:ll as establishing

- a basis for the definition of exclusive fishing zones and contlguous zones of

preferentlal rights. o ‘ e e
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